
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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Unit 8 • Session 3

Unit 8 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Joshua 10–11; 24

STORY POINT:  
God made the sun stand still and gave 

His people victory.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Deuteronomy 31:8

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How can we glorify God? We can glorify 
God by loving Him and obeying Him.

Taking the Land

104 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 8 • Session 3

© 2018 LIfeWay



3

LEADER Bible Study
When Moses was the leader of Israel, God gave His people instructions 
about entering the promised land. Among those instructions was the 
command to drive out the nations living in the land of Canaan. (See 
Deut. 7.) These nations were corrupt, and God would judge them for 
their sin. (Lev. 18)

In the first battle, Israel marched around Jericho and the Lord gave them 
the city. As Israel moved to take the rest of the land, God pledged His 
presence to Joshua and reminded Israel of what He required: If you want 
to be successful in the land, you must obey Me. (See Josh. 1:7.) The 
Israelites learned from experience that disobedience to God would result 
in certain defeat, as Achan’s sin brought about their downfall during the 
battle of Ai. (Josh. 7)

During the battles the Israelites faced in Canaan, Joshua (whose name 
means “the Lord saves”) was not in charge; the Lord was. God determined 
whom Israel battled and how Israel would win. Joshua 10–11 describes 
Israel’s defeat of five kings who attacked Gibeon, an ally of Israel. 
Miraculously, God sent hailstones and stopped the sun. He gave Israel the 
victory. God was with Israel as they conquered the rest of the land. Then 
He gave His people years of peace and rest.

Help the kids you teach see the bigger picture beyond Israel’s individual 
battles against the Canaanites. God was keeping His promise to give His 
people the land. God answered the prayers of His people. He fought for 
Joshua and the Israelites, saving them and giving them victory over their 
enemies. God was glorified when His people loved and obeyed Him. 

In the same way, God is glorified today when we love and obey Him. As 
sinners, we can look to God for victory over sin and death. Jesus defeated 
sin and death by dying on the cross and rising again.
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Taking the Land
Joshua 10–11; 24

God was with His people as they entered the promised land. 
Joshua and the Israelites had defeated the cities of Jericho and Ai (AY 
igh). They made peace with their neighbors, the people of Gibeon (GIB 

ih uhn). One day, the Israelites came to a place ruled by 
five kings. The kings did not love God or 

worship Him. They had heard about 
God’s people and were afraid.

The king of Jerusalem called 
to the other four kings in the 

land. He said to them, “Help 
me attack Gibeon because it 
has made peace with Joshua 
and the people of Israel.” 
So the five kings joined 
forces and went up with all 
their armies to fight against 
Gibeon.

The men of Gibeon sent a 
message to Joshua: “Help us! 

Save us! All the kings who live in 
this land are fighting against us.” 

So Joshua and his whole army went 
to Gibeon to help them.
The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be 

afraid of the kings, for I have handed them 
over to you. Not one of them will be able to stand 

against you.”
Joshua and his army marched all night from where they were staying 

and they surprised the five kings’ armies. As the Israelites fought, God 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Emphasize 
dialogue: Each time 
you read dialogue, 
change your tone or 
position.

• Use hand 
motions: As you tell 
the story, use various 
hand motions to 
portray people calling 
for help, Israelites 
marching, and Joshua 
praying.

The BIBLE Story
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Taking the Land
Joshua 10–11; 24

God was with His people as they entered the promised land. 
Joshua and the Israelites had defeated the cities of Jericho and Ai (AY 
igh). They made peace with their neighbors, the people of Gibeon (GIB 

ih uhn). One day, the Israelites came to a place ruled by 
five kings. The kings did not love God or 

worship Him. They had heard about 
God’s people and were afraid.

The king of Jerusalem called 
to the other four kings in the 

land. He said to them, “Help 
me attack Gibeon because it 
has made peace with Joshua 
and the people of Israel.” 
So the five kings joined 
forces and went up with all 
their armies to fight against 
Gibeon.

The men of Gibeon sent a 
message to Joshua: “Help us! 

Save us! All the kings who live in 
this land are fighting against us.” 

So Joshua and his whole army went 
to Gibeon to help them.
The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be 

afraid of the kings, for I have handed them 
over to you. Not one of them will be able to stand 

against you.”
Joshua and his army marched all night from where they were staying 

and they surprised the five kings’ armies. As the Israelites fought, God 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Emphasize 
dialogue: Each time 
you read dialogue, 
change your tone or 
position.

• Use hand 
motions: As you tell 
the story, use various 
hand motions to 
portray people calling 
for help, Israelites 
marching, and Joshua 
praying.

confused the kings’ armies and helped Israel defeat their 
enemies. The five kings’ armies fled. The Lord sent hail 
from the sky to stop them.

The battle was not over. Joshua needed more time 
to fight before the sun went down. So Joshua prayed to 
God, “Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and moon, over the 
valley.” The sun stood still and the moon stopped until 
Israel and Gibeon defeated the kings. The sun did not set 
for almost a full day. There has been no day like it before or 
since.

As the Israelites traveled in the promised land, they 
took over many other cities. God fought for His people 
and helped Joshua and the Israelites conquer the land 
God had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

God gave the Israelites peace and rest from their 
enemies for many years. When Joshua was old, he 
reminded the Israelites about all the great things God 
had done for them. The people said, “We will worship 
the Lord, because He is our God.” Then Joshua died.

Christ Connection: Joshua’s name means “The Lord is 
salvation.” God fought for Joshua and the Israelites, saving 
them and giving them victory over their enemies. Sinners can 
look to God for victory over sin and death. God brought us 
salvation by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross and rise 
again.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Taking the Land
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24
STORY POINT: God made the sun stand still and gave His people victory.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss the latest 
they have ever stayed up and why they stayed up that late.
SAY • No matter how late you stay up, there are only 24 

hours in a day. So if you stay up late enough, you 
will actually go to sleep the next morning! But today 
we will learn about one day that was different from 
every other day. God made it longer! I’ll tell you 
more soon.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Sun or Moon?” activity page. 
Kids will mark the words sun or moon, depending on which 
they would expect to see in the sky during each activity 
pictured.
SAY • We’ve all seen the sun appear to move across the sky. 

When we can see the sun, we call it “day.” When 
the sun is not visible, we call it “night.” Today we 
will hear about a time God caused the sun to appear 
stopped in the sky!

• “Sun or Moon?” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Freeze dance
Sing a song or play music. Instruct the kids that they can 
dance and move to the music while it plays, but they must 
freeze in place when the music stops. Every so often, pause 
the music. Kids who keep dancing will sit down but may 
continue dancing in their seats when the music plays. The 
last kid dancing while standing up wins. 
SAY • When I paused the music, you had to stop dancing. 

Today we will hear a story about a battle God’s 
people were fighting. When the sun was about to go 
down, they needed more time to finish the battle. 
We will learn that God stopped the sun from going 
down so they could win the battle.

OPTION 2: Defeat five kings
Use tape to create an arena for a marbles game. Place five 
large marbles in the arena and scatter other marbles around 
them. Allow the kids to take turns flicking their own large 
marbles to try and knock the five large marbles out of the 
arena. After each turn, kids should retrieve the large marble 
they shot. The game ends when all five large marbles are 
knocked from the arena. Other marbles that are knocked 
out stay out but are not part of the goal. 
SAY • That was a fun game. Knocking out those five larger 

marbles was a challenge, especially with the army of 
smaller marbles protecting them. Today we will learn 
about a time God’s people faced five different kings 
and their armies. Let’s learn more together!

Transition to teach the story

• “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers” or other 
songs of your choice

• music player 
(optional)

• tape
• marbles
• large marbles
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing casual clothing and carrying a 
backpack. You may fill the backpack with chess magazines.]
LEADER • Hey, friends! Glad you could make it back. I have 

some great news. I won my last chess match. I get 
to move on to the finals! My opponent played really 
well, but taking the time to study her strategy paid 
off. I was able to block some of her big moves, and 
eventually, I checkmated her king. 

If I win the chess match today, I’ll get to take 
the trophy home. They will declare me the chess 
champion of the whole tri-county area. It’s sure to be 
a difficult game, but I’m still excited to play it. I may 
not win, but I will do my best. I’m just glad we aren’t 
playing speed chess! 

In any chess tournament, a clock keeps track of 
how long it takes you to make a move, and if you 
take too long, there can be penalties. In speed chess, 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• backpack
• chess magazines 

(optional)

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Taking the Land
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24
STORY POINT: God made the sun stand still and gave His people victory.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.
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the time given is much less. It’s hard to race against 
the clock and battle an opponent.

You know, it reminds me a little of our Bible story. 
In it, God’s people were fighting a tough battle, but 
the sun began to set and they needed more time! 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we study these stories, we’ve been using a big 
picture question to help us focus on some specific 
ideas. Can any of you remember the question and 
answer? [Allow responses.] That’s it! How can we 
glorify God? We can glorify God by loving Him 
and obeying Him. God created us to love Him, and 
all His ways are best. We glorify Him by showing 
with our actions and words that we believe the truth 
about Him. He is perfect, and it is right for us to 
love and obey Him.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Two weeks ago, we talked about the first steps 

God’s people took into the promised land. God held 
back the Jordan River for His people to cross. 
Then we learned about the battle they fought against 
Jericho. God brought down the walls of Jericho so 
His people could defeat their enemies. This week, 
we will learn about another large battle the Israelites 
fought against five kings and their armies. We will 
also see how God fulfilled His promise to give 
His people a land of their own. Our story is called 
“Taking the Land.”

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Joshua 10–11; 24. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Taking the Land.”
LEADER • What an incredible story! God’s people needed 

His help to defeat their enemies, and God provided 
them with help in a spectacular way. God made the 
sun stand still and gave His people victory. 

Isn’t it wonderful to see God’s faithfulness in story 
after story? No matter how unfaithful the people 
proved themselves to be, God remained faithful. He 
keeps all His promises. 

God’s promise to give the people a land of their 
own was finally fulfilled at the end of Joshua’s life. 
God gave them victory in the land and let them 
experience peace after years of fighting. When we 
begin to understand how great and glorious God is, 
it makes sense that we would want to give God glory. 
How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 
loving Him and obeying Him. 

But God’s people, like us, often forgot God and 
sinned against Him by trying to glorify themselves. 
We will see in future weeks that, though they lived 
in the land God had promised, they did not perfectly 
obey God’s rules about the land. Only Jesus loved 
and obeyed God perfectly. Only Jesus perfectly 
glorified God.

Christ connection
LEADER • Joshua’s name means “The Lord is salvation.” 

God fought for Joshua and the Israelites, saving them 
and giving them victory over their enemies. Sinners 

• Bibles
• “Taking the Land” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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can look to God for victory over sin and death. God 
brought us salvation by sending His Son, Jesus, to 
die on the cross and rise again.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 8, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about what situations make them feel 
stressed, afraid, or uncertain. Guide them to discuss why 
faith in God can give us peace.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Print the “Mr. Ekandem’s Mission” printable and 
use it to lead the kids in a movement game. As you read the 
story of Mr. Ekandem’s journey, instruct the kids to move in 
the various ways described by the printable. 
LEADER • The Bible says that God goes before us and 

promises to be with us no matter where He asks us 
to go or what He asks us to do. This was very clear 
to missionary Bennett Ekandem when he decided to 
start an after-school center for refugee children in the 
town of Clarkston, Georgia. Through the program 
God led him to start, Mr. Ekandem has been able 
to help many refugee families and teach them about 
the gospel. Remember to pray for people like Mr. 
Ekandem and the refugees they help. 

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
Deuteronomy 31:8. Then sing “Do Not Be Afraid.”
LEADER • Our key passage contains a very powerful 

message. God is with His people. He never leaves nor 
abandons them. When we have faith in Jesus, we can 

• “Unit 8, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
Video

• “Mr. Ekandem’s 
Mission” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “Do Not Be Afraid” 

song

113Conquering the Land

© 2018 LIfeWay



rest in that same promise. Through the Holy Spirit, 
God is with Christians all the time. He guides us to 
help us love and obey God more each day.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s show our love for God with some praise 
songs!

Sing together “Onward, Christian Soldiers.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for all You do for us. Thank You 

for remaining faithful all the time. You keep Your 
promises to us just as You kept them to the Israelites 
in the past. Help us trust You each day and glorify 
You all the time. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Taking the Land
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24
STORY POINT: God made the sun stand still and gave His people victory.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Invite the kids to sit in a circle. Say the first word of the key 
passage and then pass a ball to a kid. She will say the second 
word and pass the ball to another kid, who will say the third 
word. Continue in this way until each kid has had a chance 
to catch the ball and say a word of the key passage. Say the 
key passage together multiple times in this way, seeing how 
quickly your kids can get through it without stumbling over 
words or forgetting them. 
SAY • God’s promises to His people were good. Everyone 

who has faith in Jesus has a similar promise. Jesus 
said that He would be with His disciples until 
the end of the age. We can trust God to keep His 
promises, and to guide and protect us.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them use the table of 
contents to find Joshua 10–11; 24. Ask them which Old 
Testament division Joshua is in (History) and review that we 
use Bible divisions to help us organize similar books. You 
may also choose to discuss the other books in the History 
division, or the other divisions in the Old Testament. 

• Key Passage Poster
• ball

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who did the five kings attack first? (the people of 

Gibeon, allies of the Israelites; Josh. 10:5)
2. How did God help the Israelites win? (He confused 

the five kings’ armies, threw hailstones at them, and 
stopped the sun from setting to give the Israelites more 
time to win; Josh. 10:9-14)

3. What did Joshua say to the people before he died 
years later? (He reminded them of all the wonderful 
things God had done for them and warned them to be 
faithful to God, Josh. 24:11-14) 

4. How do you think the Israelites felt as they witnessed 
the daylight hours extended so long? Guide kids to 
discuss the amazing feeling they likely had as they saw 
God so clearly answer Joshua’s prayer. Talk about other 
ways God miraculously provides for us.

5. Before Joshua died, he reminded the people about 
their covenant with God, just as Moses did before he 
died. Why do you think he did that? Discuss the idea 
that it’s easy to say we trust God when we see amazing 
things, but over time we tend to forget. It is good for us 
to be reminded often of God’s goodness and faithfulness.

6. What can we do to help us remember God’s 
goodness and faithfulness to us? Discuss with the kids 
different ways believers remember God’s goodness, such 
as taking the Lord’s supper, keeping a prayer journal, 
and studying the Bible to remember His plans and 
words.

SAY • God made the sun stand still and gave His people 
victory. He is always faithful to keep His promises. 
He promised a Rescuer, and He gave us victory over 
sin and death through that Rescuer—Jesus.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Refugee cards
Invite kids to make cards for children at Mr. 

Ekandem’s after-school center at the Family Heritage 
Foundation. Provide heavyweight paper for the kids to fold 
in half and decorate. Offer markers, crayons, stickers, and 
other craft supplies. Instruct them to draw colorful pictures 
and write kind words for their new friends. Discuss ways to 
show Jesus’ love to the people in your city.

You can send cards to:
Family Heritage Foundation 
3895 Church St. 
Clarkston, GA 30021

SAY • Before North American missionary Bennett Ekandem 
started an after-school center for refugee children, 
he was running from God’s plans for him. When he 
stopped running and obeyed God, he saw that God 
wanted to use him to share the gospel with people 
from many nations. God has made plans to use us in 
global missions, too. We can obey and not be afraid.

OPTION 2: Suncatcher craft
Help the kids carefully remove the back of a sheet of 
contact plastic. Direct them to stick bits of tissue paper to 
the contact plastic. Then, carefully peel the backing from a 
second sheet of contact plastic and place it over the tissue 
paper to seal in the colorful paper. Allow the kids to cut 
around the edges to clean up the shape of the suncatcher. 
Then help them write the story point or big picture 
question on their suncatchers. 
SAY • You can place this beautiful suncatcher in a window 

where the sunlight can go through it to make 

• heavyweight paper
• crayons or markers
• stickers or other 

craft supplies

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• clear contact plastic
• various colors of 

tissue paper
• scissors
• markers
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beautifully colored shadows. When you see it, 
remember that God does amazing things, even 
stopping the sun, to help His people. He sent Jesus 
to die for our sin and make the way for us to live 
with Him forever. We can trust God to do what is 
best for us. That’s why we glorify Him. How can we 
glorify God? We can glorify God by loving Him 
and obeying Him.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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