
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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Unit 8 • Session 2

Unit 8 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Joshua 2; 6

STORY POINT:  
God brought down the 

walls of Jericho.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Deuteronomy 31:8

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How can we glorify God? We can glorify 
God by loving Him and obeying Him.

The Battle of 
Jericho
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2

LEADER Bible Study
The Lord brought His people into the promised land. Now they had a task 
set before them: conquer the people living in the land. Before the Israelites 
crossed the Jordan River, Joshua—in the way Moses had done decades 
before—sent scouts into the land. (See Num. 13:2-3.) The first city the 
Israelites came to was Jericho. God told Joshua that He had handed the 
city over to Israel.

The Lord’s reputation went ahead of the Israelites, creating fear in the 
people of Jericho. With the exception of one woman, the people of Jericho 
wanted nothing to do with God.

Rahab was unique among the inhabitants of Jericho. She wanted to be on 
God’s side. Hebrews 11:31 says that by faith, Rahab “welcomed the spies 
in peace.” Rahab didn’t hide the spies and help them escape from the city 
because she was especially courageous or because she had a strong desire 
to live; Rahab acted by faith. She trusted God to keep His promises to His 
people.

She wasn’t the only one. The Israelites fought the battle of Jericho by faith. 
(See Heb. 11:30.) Israel did not focus on what was going on inside the 
city of Jericho; they focused on doing what God had instructed. They 
obeyed even when it seemed nothing was happening. On the seventh day, 
the troops shouted, the trumpets sounded, and the wall around Jericho 
collapsed.

Joshua gave the people specific instructions to destroy everything in the city 
except for Rahab and her family. The Israelites were not to keep anything 
for themselves. The Lord would provide for all of their needs, so they had 
no reason to plunder Jericho. When the Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab 
and her family were safe. They joined God’s people. (Josh. 6:25) By faith, 
we believe Jesus has defeated sin and death. Everyone who trusts in Jesus 
is safe and becomes part of God’s family forever.
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The Battle of Jericho
Joshua 2; 6

The Israelites finally arrived at the promised land of Canaan 
(KAY nuhn), but there was one problem: other people were living 
there. God’s people couldn’t just walk in and set up their tents. They 

had to go to battle against their enemies, and they had 
to win.

Joshua sent two spies into Jericho 
to see what it was like. The spies 

stayed at the house of a woman 
named Rahab (RAY hab). Rahab 

had heard about God and 
believed in Him. She wanted 
to help His people. When the 
king of Jericho was looking 
for the spies, she hid the 
men on her roof.

When it was safe for the 
spies to leave, Rahab said, 
“Please be kind to my family 

since I have been kind to 
you. When you attack Jericho, 

please do not kill us.” So the 
spies promised to keep Rahab and 

her family safe, and they left Jericho. 
Rahab tied a bright red rope in her 

window so the Israelites would know which 
house she lived in.

The people in Jericho hid behind the strong walls of the city. God 
told Joshua he would conquer Jericho. To do that, Joshua would need 
to lead the people to march around the city one time each day for 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Display art: Show 
the Bible story 
picture poster. Tape 
a bright red string 
over Rahab’s house 
to bring the scene 
to life..

• Act it out: Assign 
the roles of Joshua, 
the priests, the army, 
and the people of 
Jericho. While they 
act it out, take time 
to help the kids think 
through the emotions 
each person would 
have felt as the story 
progresses.

The BIBLE Story
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The Battle of Jericho
Joshua 2; 6

The Israelites finally arrived at the promised land of Canaan 
(KAY nuhn), but there was one problem: other people were living 
there. God’s people couldn’t just walk in and set up their tents. They 

had to go to battle against their enemies, and they had 
to win.

Joshua sent two spies into Jericho 
to see what it was like. The spies 

stayed at the house of a woman 
named Rahab (RAY hab). Rahab 

had heard about God and 
believed in Him. She wanted 
to help His people. When the 
king of Jericho was looking 
for the spies, she hid the 
men on her roof.

When it was safe for the 
spies to leave, Rahab said, 
“Please be kind to my family 

since I have been kind to 
you. When you attack Jericho, 

please do not kill us.” So the 
spies promised to keep Rahab and 

her family safe, and they left Jericho. 
Rahab tied a bright red rope in her 

window so the Israelites would know which 
house she lived in.

The people in Jericho hid behind the strong walls of the city. God 
told Joshua he would conquer Jericho. To do that, Joshua would need 
to lead the people to march around the city one time each day for 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Display art: Show 
the Bible story 
picture poster. Tape 
a bright red string 
over Rahab’s house 
to bring the scene 
to life..

• Act it out: Assign 
the roles of Joshua, 
the priests, the army, 
and the people of 
Jericho. While they 
act it out, take time 
to help the kids think 
through the emotions 
each person would 
have felt as the story 
progresses.

six days. On the seventh day, they would march around 
the city seven times, and the priests would blow the 
trumpets. All the people would shout, and the walls of 
Jericho would fall down. Then the Israelites could go 
into the city and take over.

So Joshua commanded the people to carry the ark of 
the covenant and march around the city. The priests blew 
their trumpets. They marched around the city one time. 
Not one of the Israelites spoke or made a sound. On the 
second day, they silently marched around the city again and 
then returned to their camp. They did this every day for six 
days.

On the seventh day, the Israelites got up early and 
marched around the city seven times. On the seventh 
time when the priests blew their trumpets, Joshua said, 
“Shout, for the Lord has given you the city!” So the people 
shouted, and the wall fell down flat. The Israelites went 
into the city and captured it. They kept Rahab and her 
family safe because she had helped the spies.

God was with Joshua, and everyone in the land knew of 
Joshua and what he had done.

Christ Connection: By faith Rahab believed God would win 
the battle, and she asked the spies to show mercy to her family 
and keep them safe. When the Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab 
and her family received mercy and became part of God’s people. 
Jesus has won against sin and death. Everyone who trusts in 
Jesus receives mercy and becomes part of God’s family forever.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Battle of Jericho
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 2; 6
STORY POINT: God brought down the walls of Jericho.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to think about and 
share what they rely on to protect them. Answers will vary, 
but will likely include parents, leaders, police officers, 
buildings, seat belts, helmets, and so on.
SAY • Today we’re going to learn about a group of people 

who thought they were safe because they lived 
behind a wall.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Escape from Jericho” on the 
activity page. Guide kids to collect the letters as they trace 
the path down the wall.
SAY • What name did you find along the wall? (Rahab) 

Rahab is the name of a woman who was living in 
Jericho when the Israelites sent two spies into the 
city. When we hear our Bible story, we’ll find out 
how Rahab helped God’s people and how they 
helped her in return.

• “Escape from 
Jericho” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Telephone game
Ask the kids to sit in a circle or a single-file line. Explain 
that a secret message needs to get from one end of the line 
to the other. Use Joshua 2:24 as the basis of your message. 
Feel free to divide the verse in half to play two rounds.

Whisper the message to the first kid. Then that kid 
whispers it to the next kid. Each player may only say the 
message once. Players pass the message, and the last kid 
speaks aloud what she heard.
SAY • The news about what God did for His people spread. 

The people of Canaan were afraid. Today we will 
learn about a miracle God performed to give His 
people their first victory in the promised land.

OPTION 2: Battle trumpets
Allow each kid to select a kazoo and a paper square. Guide 
kids to write Shout to the Lord in the middle of the paper. 
Encourage them to decorate around it with markers. Then 
help kids roll the paper into a cone shape and slide the 
kazoo into the smaller end. Tighten the cone so the paper is 
wrapped tightly around the kazoo. Tape the paper in place 
to the kazoo. Allow kids to briefly play the trumpets.
SAY • Today we usually associate trumpets with music. 

But in history, trumpets were often used as 
communication tools, especially during battles. 
God’s people used trumpets in a surprising way when 
they fought against Jericho. Listen to find out what 
they did.

Transition to teach the story

• Bible

• kazoos or plastic 
flutes, 1 per kid

• 8-by-8-inch paper 
squares

• clear tape
• markers

Option: Keep the 
trumpets for use 
during the Bible 
story.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters carrying a Bible and a certificate of completion, 
more confident than the previous session.]
LEADER • Hi, everyone! I can’t believe you came back for 

the second day of the chess tournament. You must 
really like the game of chess. I’m enjoying it more 
and more. Look at this! I won my division for the 
first round. That means I get to play again today. The 
competition will obviously be harder than before, but 
I’m excited to see what happens. 

I went home after the first round and studied 
more of God’s battle strategy from the Book of 
Joshua. [Hold up the Bible.] I love how it seems 
that God has a surprising strategy in each story. He 
used spies, unexpected friendships, and unheard-
of battle plans to keep His opponents guessing. I 
plan to use all of that today—well, maybe not the 
spies and the battle plans. But I can definitely make 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• Bible
• certificate of 

completion

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Battle of Jericho
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 2; 6
STORY POINT: God brought down the walls of Jericho.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.
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a friend with someone whom I wouldn’t normally 
talk to. I bet I can learn a lot from some of these 
experienced players. I might even learn how to keep 
my opponents guessing. As excited as I am, I know 
I need to keep my focus on the right place. Do you 
remember why I started this tournament? I wanted 
to use my mind for God’s glory. 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • So the big picture question is: How can we 
glorify God? Do you remember the answer? We 
can glorify God by loving Him and obeying Him. 
Great! Let’s say both together again: How can we 
glorify God? We can glorify God by loving Him 
and obeying Him.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Last time, we learned from the story about 

Joshua leading the Israelites into the promised land. 
This week, we will look at the next story in Joshua: 
“The Battle of Jericho.” Now, the title can be a bit 
misleading. There was so much preparation and 
strategy that happened before the battle. I learned so 
much! Let me share some of it with you.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Joshua 2; 6. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “The Battle of Jericho.”
LEADER • God is so creative and amazing! I love how He 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “The Battle of 

Jericho” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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prepared the heart of Rahab. She heard about God 
and trusted in Him. You know it was no coincidence 
that the spies ended up at Rahab’s house. Her quick 
thinking saved their lives, and they, in turn, saved 
her life and the lives of her family. Talk about your 
unexpected but impactful friendships! In fact, God 
honored Rahab centuries later. In the first chapter 
of Matthew, her name is listed in the family line of 
Jesus! That’s pretty special.

And we can’t forget about God’s surprising battle 
plan: silently marching around the city for six days 
and then seven times on the seventh day. You know 
that had to have been hard for the Israelites and very 
confusing for the people of Jericho. The people must 
have thought those Israelites had lost their minds. 
But the Israelites were obedient to God’s plan, even 
when it didn’t make sense. They just kept moving 
forward in faith. When they were finally able to 
shout, God brought down the walls of Jericho. 

Another amazing miracle! God received all the 
glory as those walls fell down. How can we glorify 
God? We can glorify God by loving Him and 
obeying Him.

Christ connection
LEADER • The story of Rahab and Jericho is a small example 

of what Jesus has done for us. By faith, Rahab 
believed God would win the battle, and she asked 
the spies to show mercy to her family and keep them 
safe. When the Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab 
and her family received mercy and became part of 
God’s people. Jesus has won against sin and death. 

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 99 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Everyone who trusts in Jesus receives mercy and 
becomes part of God’s family forever. 

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 8, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why God accepts them. Guide 
them to discuss whom they can invite into God’s family.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Because of hardships in their own 
country, many children are forced to leave with their 
families to find a better life in a new country. These 
families are refugees. Like the Israelites standing at 
Jericho’s wall, refugees often face many new barriers. 
They may not speak the language; they may not 
understand the culture; and most things may be very 
different than what they are used to.

Watch this video to see how God is helping refugee 
children in Clarkston, Georgia, overcome some of 
these challenges.

Show the “I Have a Mission” missions video.
LEADER • Bennett Ekandem and his wife want everyone 

coming to the center to hear the gospel and trust in 
Jesus.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Deuteronomy 31:8. Then read it while the kids 
march in place or around the room if space allows.
LEADER • I have to think the Israelite army had these words 

in their minds as they marched around the city of 
Jericho behind the ark of the covenant. God went 

• “Unit 8, Session 2” 
questions from kids 
video

• “I Have a Mission” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “Do Not Be Afraid” 

song
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before them in that battle, and He continues to go 
before us today.

Lead boys and girls in singing the “Do Not Be Afraid” song.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • As the walls of Jericho fell, the Israelites must 
have praised God for His power! God gave them 
victory. The Israelites obeyed, and God got the glory! 
How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 
loving Him and obeying Him. Let’s show Him our 
love now by singing.

Sing together “Onward, Christian Soldiers.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for having a plan for our lives, 

and thank You that Your plan included sending Jesus 
to save us from our sin. Help us to love and obey You 
for Your glory. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Battle of Jericho
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 2; 6
STORY POINT: God brought down the walls of Jericho.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, write each word of the key passage on a 
large cup. If you have a large group, consider forming two 
groups and preparing two sets.

Encourage the kids to build a wall with the cups by 
putting them in order. Then allow them to blow on the 
cups to knock them down. Repeat as time allows.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that we don’t need to 

be afraid because we are not alone. I’m sure God’s 
people were unsure about His battle plan, but they 
were still obedient and trusted that God was with 
them. Because of that, God received great glory 
through another miracle.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to Joshua 2. Explain that today’s Bible story comes from 
Joshua 2; 6.

Remind kids that the Book of Joshua is about the 
Israelites as Joshua led them into the promised land. Tell 
kids that the Israelites entered the promised land about 
1,400 years before Jesus was born.

• Key Passage Poster
• large plastic cups
• permanent marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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SAY • When the Israelites crossed the Jordan River and 
entered the promised land, they came to the city of 
Jericho. [Point to Jericho (H6) on the Old Testament 
Kingdoms Map.] God gave Joshua instructions, and 
the people marched around the city for seven days. 
Then God brought down the walls of Jericho.

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Joshua 2:23-24. Ask the 
following questions. Lead the group to discuss:

1. Who showed faith in today’s Bible story? How can 
we show faith? Remind kids that faith is a strong belief 
or trust in someone or something. Joshua, the Israelites, 
and Rahab showed faith by trusting God even when 
they didn’t understand His plan. We can show faith 
by trusting God and obeying Him even when we don’t 
completely understand His ways. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Heb. 11:30-31.)

2. How did God’s plan for the Israelites to take over 
Jericho bring Him glory? Lead kids to discuss the 
surprising strategy of marching around the city. On their 
own, the Israelites could not have knocked down the 
walls. God was with His people and gave them victory. 
Glory belonged to God, not to Israel’s army. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Deut. 20:4.)

3. How does God fight for us today? Guide kids to 
discuss how God intervened in Israel’s battles. He can 
intervene in a situation today, but He often fights for 
us in ways we don’t expect. Encourage kids to trust that 
God is at work for His glory and our good, even when 
He seems silent. We may face problems in life, but our 
confidence is in Jesus, who defeated sin and death once 
and for all. 
(Option: Choose a kid to read Prov. 21:31.)

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Word race
Print and cut out the “Word Race Cards.” Use 

these common items in your room to create a word match 
relay: wall, trash can, chair, floor, table, and map.

Group kids into four teams and give each team one set 
of the cards and one roll of tape. Explain that the words on 
the cards are in a different (made-up) language. Each card 
matches an item in the room. Figuring out the code will 
help kids decipher the word. When you say go, teams must 
work together to figure out their words and tape each card 
onto the item it matches in the room.
SAY • Today we learned about refugees. Refugees are people 

who have been forced to move to a new country 
because their home country is unsafe. Many refugees 
face challenges in their new home too.

Can you imagine living somewhere where you 
do not understand the language? God is bringing 
refugees and people from other countries to our city 
too. With your family this week, look for friends 
from other places to share God’s love with.

OPTION 2: Scarlet cord bookmark
SAY • What was the sign Rahab used to signal where she 

lived after the spies left? (a scarlet cord in her window, 
Josh. 2:21) That scarlet cord was a symbol of her 
faith. She believed God was the true God and was 
going to give Jericho to His people.

God brought down the walls of Jericho. When 
the Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab and her family 
received mercy and became part of God’s people. 
Jesus has won against sin and death. Everyone who 

• “Word Race Cards” 
printable

• rolls of tape, 4
• map

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• Key Passage Poster
• white heavyweight 

paper, cut into strips 
for bookmarks

• hole punch
• red ribbon cut into 

8-inch lengths
• markers or crayons
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trusts in Jesus receives mercy and becomes part of 
God’s family forever. 

Invite kids to make scarlet cord bookmarks to remind them 
of Rahab’s faith in God and encourage themselves to have 
that same kind of faith.

Distribute the bookmarks to each kid. Encourage them 
to write out the key passage (Deut. 31:8) on the bookmark 
and then decorate it. Help them punch a hole at the end 
and thread their ribbon through, knotting it in place. 
Recommend they place their bookmark at Joshua 2 so they 
can read again about Rahab’s faith when they get home.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
thanking God for providing for kids and their families. If 
there is a specific need, ask God to provide and then trust 
Him to do it. 

As time allows, lead kids to complete “What Really 
Happened?” on the activity page. Kids should use the words 
from the word bank to fill in the missing portions of the 
Bible story.  

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “What Really 

Happened?” activity 
page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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